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and Alengon was of too high rank to fight under him.
In the subsequent campaign the duke, as nearest in blood
to the sovereign, took over the duties of his lieutenant-
general as a matter of course. The Journal of the Siege
says that "he was expressly ordered to act entirely by the
advice of the Maid." Laval's letter, Alengon's own
testimony, the chronicle of his servant Perceval de Cagny x
and the actual conduct of the operations all point to the
conclusion that such an order was actually given and
observed.
On the gth of June the army, between two and three
thousand strong, was in Orleans. A day was spent in
collecting the guns and other siege material, largely
contributed by the inhabitants of the town, and on the
loth Alengon led his force to Jargeau, a fortified town
ten miles to the east on the south bank of the river, the
ordnance and provisions following by boat. That night
was spent in a wood near their destination, to give the
boats and various reinforcements that were drifting in a
chance to come up. When the march was resumed the
next day Alen<jon's command numbered perhaps five
thousand. There were not eight hundred under Suffolk
in Jargeau, but the place was well fortified and considered
able to withstand a long siege. The defences were of the
usual sort, earthworks to guard the bridge over the moat
that had defeated the Bastard a month before, a strong
wall round the town and a massive citadel with a tower
inside.
The following day, as the advance guard was moving
forward to reconnoitre, Suffolk, showing more initiative
than during his whole stay at Orleans, charged out and
1 Most of the medieval chroniclers were attached to great houses and
their impartiality is in consequence not always above suspicion.
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